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WASHINGTON, D.C.-Congressman Allen Boyd (D-North Florida), a member of the House Appropriations Committee and the House Budget Committee, today supported passage of the Fiscal Year 2007 Joint Funding Resolution (H.J.Res. 20), a $463.5 billion measure that completes last year's unfinished appropriations bills.  

Last year, the Republican-led Congress was unable to complete work on 9 of 11 annual appropriations bills for Fiscal Year 2007, now four months old, thus passing the important obligation of funding our federal government onto the next year and the new Congress.

"Due to the inability of the Republican leadership to finish last year's appropriations work, our federal agencies and our state and local governments have been left in fiscal limbo for months," said Congressman Boyd.  "This resolution is not perfect, but it offers the best option for moving forward so we can get started on this year's work and cleaning up our significant budget mess."

Under this measure, most programs will continue to be funded at the Fiscal Year 2006 levels, adjusted for increased pay costs.  Additionally, the Democratic Leadership was able to generate $10 billion in savings in order to increase funding for critical needs, such as healthcare for our veterans and funding for local law enforcement programs.  This redistribution of funds was made within the confines of the budget resolution that the Republicans laid out last year.

Specifically, the Joint Funding Resolution would:

    -  Increase funding for veterans healthcare by $3.6 billion to provide healthcare for 325,000 veterans.   
    -  Fully fund 31,359 positions at the FBI, including 12,213 agents and 2,577 intelligence analysts, thereby doubling the number of intelligence analysts since 9/11.   
    -  Increase funding for Pell Grants by $615 million, allowing an increase of $260 in the maximum Pell Grant to $4,310.  This would be the first increase in four years.   
    -  Provide housing assistance for 227,000 individuals and families through a $1.4 billion increase for Section 8 housing programs.

"I am pleased that we were able to provide vital funding for our veterans, our students, and our local law enforcement while staying within our budget constraints-this is what responsible budgeting is all about," Boyd stated.  "We can now turn our attention to the 2008 appropriations bills and to drafting a 2008 budget that will reflect the priorities of the American people and get our country on better fiscal footing."
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